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YOU Brought It Home To 

Oregon ° Oregon Electric 

Locomotive #21  

By Multiple Authors 

The museumôs largest and most expensive 
equipment acquisition project to date was completed, 
physically, after the OE #21 was successfully set on 
home rails at the museum on Wednesday, March 1st.   
Scheduling the move began in early February and after a 
couple of equipment and personnel issues, the lift began 
early morning Feb. 27th, just as it began to snow, and 
finished early in the afternoon, still snowing.  

The body left shortly after loading, crossed the 
border and spent the night in Marysville, WA. It arrived 
at the museum at 2:30pm Tuesday. The wheelsets, 
compressor and pilots were reloaded to a heavier trailer 
Tuesday and arrived at the museum Wednesday morning 
as the crane was setting up. The lift began at 
approximately 8:30 starting with the wheelsets and was 
completed just before 10am when the body was set on 
them and the lift cables were removed. Dismantling the 
crane and resetting the empty trailer and loading the tag 
axles followed immediately after the locomotive was 
pushed east to clear the crossing.  Lots of photos and 
video were posted on Facebook as the lifts and sets were 
executed. 

 

   

As Museum Director Greg Bonn put it, ñFor 
months it was a steady diet of stomach acid and 
adrenaline but thanks to everyone involved and our own 
well-trained crew, it turned out to be one of the most 
successful projects.ò  
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Reminder to members: Please be sure your dues are 

up to date. 2017 dues were due Jan 1, 2017. If it has 

been longer than one year since you renewed, go to 

our website: oergontrolley.com and download an 

application by clicking: Become a Member. 

Lifting the body at FVHRS.                                  

 

Setting a wheelset on the trailer at FVHRS.       

 

At the OERM: Getting ready to lift the body.       

 

                          All three photos: Courtesy of Ray Crowther 
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The following chart shows that the vast majority of 
the funds received were from OERHS and NRHS 
members! When combined with the generous donations 
from the Tom Dailey Foundation, the Marion Cultural 
Development Corporation, Leatherman Tool Group and 
the PNWC-NRHS, we were able to raise the funds 
necessary to acquire and move the locomotive. 

 

 

Å By the time of the move we had raised 97.7% of 
$38K goal 

Å Biggest contributions in dollars came from OERHS 
members (41%) and PNWC-NRHS members (21%) 

Å The total # of donors was 83, with 39% from 
members, 27% from non-members (most likely from 
Facebook promotion) 

The Bring the 21 Home to Oregon project has returned 
this important piece of our history to where it can be 
preserved, restored and operated for the enjoyment by 
the public now and in the future.  The next steps are: 

1. Remove the extraneous hardware, assess the 
condition and make repairs to make it weather-
tight; 

2. Determine steps needed to return to operating 
condition & implement those actions; 

3. Create a long-term plan to restore the locomotive to 
a set time period; 

4. Fund the plan and implement; 

5. About 10 years ago the museum bought the 
builderôs plate for this locomotive, never realizing 
that we might someday get the whole thing!  A 
replica will be cast and installed on the locomotive 
to keep the original safe.    

Thanks go to: 

FVHRS ï for working with us to make it possible to acquire 
the locomotive.  

Ness-Campbell Crane, Gwil Crane and Pacific Central 
Carriers  ï for lifting and transport. 

The Project Donors - A complete list of donors will be 
included in the 2017 Annual Report 

Special thanks to: 

Don Evans ï for helping us create a funding strategy 

The Board ï for donating $5k of their own money which we 
were able to use as a match for grants 

Greg Bonn ï for intensive work on making the transportation 
arrangements  

Suzi Jones ï for fast response on handling the credit info and 
invoicing 

Mark Kavanagh  ï for tracking donations, web and Facebook 
production and presentations to MCDC and NRHS 

John Nagy ï for writing the grants and managing the project  

Help kick off the refurbishing and restoration, use the 
donation form in this newsletter or on our website and 
make your donation today! 

  

Lifting the body so that the wheelsets can be rolled 

underneath.                                              Photo by John Nagy 

 

Back on its trucks (Pilots will be refurbished before 

installation).                                           Photo by John Nagy 
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Officers 
President Charles Philpot 
Vice President Eugene Fabryka 
Secretary Mark Kavanagh 
Treasurer Suzi Jones 

Trustees 
Carolyn Vernon Bryan White 
Mark Kavanagh David Harold 
Gene Fabryka Mark Moore 
William Binns John Nagy 
Bob Terkelsen 

Other Positions 
Board Chairman John Nagy 
Museum Director Greg Bonn 
WST Manager David Harold 
Newsletter Editor Wayne Jones 
Gift Shop Manager Carolyn Vernon 
Webmaster Mark Kavanagh 
 

Membership 
If you have overlooked paying your dues for 2016 
or did not realize that dues are based on a 
calendar year, this is your reminder that your 
dues are due. Memberships should be renewed 
on January 1st each year. New members joining 
after July 1st should renew on December 31st of 
the following year. The OERHS is a non-profit 
501-C-3 corporation, the benefits of a donation 
should be discussed with your tax advisor. 
 

The views expressed herein are solely those of 
the individual writers identified and of the editor 
only, and may not necessarily represent the 
views or policies of the Society, its Board of 
Trustees, Officers or Members. 

Articles, photos and letters for publication are 
always welcome. Please email to 
transfer@oerhs.org or postal mail to the 
museum address following. 

Please send any change of address, your dues 
and donations to Suzi Jones, Treasurer 

Oregon Electric Railway Historical Society 
3995 Brooklake Rd. NE 
Brooks, OR 97303 
Phone: 503.393.2424 
www.oregontrolley.com 

Do you want to be a Volunteer? 
Be a Motorman or Conductor, give tours, and 
restore trolleys and more great activities? Want 
to learn to operate a 105 year old trolley from 
Australia or even a locomotive? Volunteers are 
needed - no experience necessary - just a passion 
for trolleys! We can easily train you in any 
volunteer positions that may interest you.  
Please come out to the museum and lend a 
hand. For the weekday or Saturday projects, 
contact Greg Bonn at 971-344-0755. For 
motorman, conductor and station agent training 
at the museum, contact Ken Peters at 
kennethipeters@msn.com or 503-646-5034. 
If you wish to volunteer for the Willamette Shore 
Trolley, call David Harold or Jan Zweerts at 
503.697.7436.  

Active  $  30 Sustaining$   250 
Family  $  40 Life  $  500 
Contributing $  50  Benefactor $1000 
Supporting  $100  

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Oregon Electric Railway Historical 
Society, Inc. Is to preserve the regional heritage of 
electric railway transportation as a living resource 
for the benefit of the present and future 
generations. 
To fulfil this mission the Society will promote: 

¶ The study of electric railways, their physical 
equipment, properties and operations, devoting 
special attention to the electric railways of 
western Oregon. 

¶ The procurement and preservation of historic 
electric railway equipment, materials and 
property. 

¶ The display, interpretation and operation of 
surviving historic equipment, materials and 
properties. 

By Laws, Article II, 9/14/93 

Official Notice 
The Transfer is published quarterly as the official 
publication of the OERHS, a state and federally 
recognized not-for-profit institution and operator of 
the Oregon Electric Railway Museum at Brooks, 
Oregon and the Willamette Shore Trolley between 
Lake Oswego and Portland. 

How we deliver The Transfer   

The Transfer is delivered both electronically and by postal mail. With 

the electronic copy, you can see all the pictures in full high-resolution color, a 

big improvement over the black and white appearance in the printed version.  

We have established a web site where you can view and download 

copies of The Transfer. We have set it up so it is also easy to print on your 

color or black & white printer if you prefer hard copy.  

If you wish, we will send you notification when the next issue is 

available and a link to the web site where you can view the issue or download 

and print a copy. Please send an email to: transfer@oerhs.org with your name 

(as shown on the OERHS membership list) and the email address you would 

like us to send the notification to. Of course, we will respect your privacy and 

we will only use your email address to send a single notification that a new The 

Transfer is ready and a link where you can get it. We will never send 

promotional material or give or sell your email address to any other person or 

organization. You can see this issue and the previous issues by going to this 

web site: oregontrolley.com/transfer.  

We also mail black & white copies of the newsletter to all members of 

record. Not as exciting as the color version available at the web site but some 

members have stated that they prefer physical copies.  

The electronic copy that you can get on the web site can be printed in 

full color (or black and white of course) on your printer at home if you prefer 

to read The Transfer the traditional way. We are also archiving back issues on 

the OERHS web site so in the future you will always be able to refer back to 

previous issues. We believe you will appreciate the higher quality pictures that 

this process will provide to all the interesting photos that accompany our 

articles. 
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Save the Dates : 

May 20, 2017 ï Powerland Heritage Park 
Celebration and Craft Show 

To help kick off the new name of ñPowerland Heritage 
Parkò and to celebrate the opening of the Farmhouse Museum, 
all the museums are encouraged to be open that day.  
Admittance is free and there will also be a craft fair.  This 
event will replace the ñmuseum dayò event that is usually held 
later in the year.  Camping is available for the weekend. Come 
down and see whatôs new! 

June 23, 24 and 25, 2017 ï 37th Annual Branch 
15 Swap Meet 

Come to buy, sell or swap antique gas engines, tractors, 
parts and components, farm equipment and implements, tools, 
accessories and assorted collectibles. Camping is available. 

June 28 - July 5, 2017 ï Civil war Reenactments 
and Vintage Trailer Club Rally  

The Rollinô Oldies return to Powerland and the 
Northwest Civil War Council (NCWC) will demonstrate the 
military and civilian lives of Americans during the mid-19th 
century. They show battles and tactics with all branches of 
service represented (infantry, cavalry and artillery). After the 
battles there are medical demonstrations to help the public 
understand the terrible aftermath of a war that took the lives of 
over 620,000 American citizens. Visitors can also visit the 
camps to see and touch how the soldiers lived. Civilian life is 
also portrayed in the fashions, cooking, music, dances, secular 
and spiritual life and many other ways. Camping is available.  

July 29 - 30 and August 5 - 6, 2017 ï 47th Annual 
Great Oregon Steam-Up 

Steam-Up is the largest event at Powerland and it 
involves all of the museums and many other participants. 
Learn about the machinery that made Oregon grow and 
develop. The featured equipment maker this year: Rumely 
Tractors. Camping is available. 

August 25 - 26, 2017 ï 25th Annual Brooks 
Truck Show 

The Truck Museum holds the largest truck show in the 
Northwest and this year the maker will be Kenworth trucks. 
Camping is available. 

 

 

What's New in the Museum 

Gift Shop?  

By Carolyn Vernon 

We are working on building the inventory and a variety 
of items for the museum and WST gift shops. As funds 
become available we are working on building the inventory 

and variety of items for the museum and WST gift shops.  Our 
latest additions are: 

Books (Remember that members get a 10% discount on gift 
shop items): 

Å Lost Oregon Streetcars by Dick Thompson   

Å Yakima Valley Trans Co by Kenneth Johnsen (a new book 
by Ken)  

Å Seattle-Everett Interurban Railway by Cheri Ryan & Kevin 
Stadler  

Å Pacific Electric Red Cars by Jim Walker 

Equipment 

Å New tablets and bar code readers for both facilities 
- this will make it easy to ring up purchases by just pointing 
and clicking.  Plus the bigger tablets will make it easier to read 
the screen.  Tickets can also be done this way handling the 
register will be much faster. 

Å We now have our own printer and thermal transfer 
for printing our own designs and putting them on hats, cups, 
glasses and more!  It will take some time to get the designs put 
together but stay tuned for new custom items in the future. 

 

 

 

Start of the Season and 

Training Lunch at Brooks  

By Ken Peters                 

Saturday, May 13th will be a Training Day at Brooks 
starting at 10 AM and going to 4 PM, This will be the 
occasion for motormen re-certification, plus information for 
Conductors and Station Agents.  Training will be done by 
Greg Bonn and Ken Peters.  To encourage participation there 
will be a free luncheon in the shop building at noon.  If you 
have questions, ideas or opinions then this will be the ideal 
time to deal with them.  It would be appreciated if those 
planning on coming to Motormanôs Day would email or phone 
me so we have an idea of how many will be having lunch. 

The following weekend (May 20th and 21) will be 
Family Days at Brooks.  These will be opening days of 
operations.  Training and re-certification will also be done on 
these dates as needs and circumstances dictate.  The formal 
date for the start of the season will be on May 27th and 28th. 

Sign up for specific training time slots are posted on the 
Brooks web site.   Beginning on April 24th I will be available 
for training and recertification at Brooks for those cannot 
make it down for Motormenôs Day.  For additional training 
opportunities please give me two weeksô notice so that I can 
be sure to be available. I can be reached at 
kennethipeters@msn.com or 503-646-5034 
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Donations and Family 

Bequests Already Making a 

Difference ° You can too!  

By John Nagy 

A few months ago I shared with you how member 
donations and bequests increased another streetcar 
museumôs income by over 600%.  Since then, our 
members have begun proving that it can make a big 
difference to the OERHS as well.  In approximately the 
last 8 months, member donations brought in almost 
$16,000 and bequests brought in another $14,000!  
These gifts enabled the museum to take on projects that 
would have been a missed opportunity or been delayed 
for years.  

The following are excellent examples of three easy 
ways to help out and how members have started to do so. 

1. Make provisions today in your will for the 
OERHS 

Å Long-time member & volunteer Manual Macias 
made multiple small donations over the years but 
wanted his legacy to continue.  He passed away 
recently and his estate notified us that he had left 
the Society $10,000. 

Å Don Hunter was a long-time OERHS member and 
shared his collection of electric railway slides & 
sound recordings through presentations at many of 
our banquets.  After his passing his family heard of 
the OE 21 project and, knowing their fatherôs 
passion for the OE, presented the Society with a 
$4000 donation towards the project. 

2. Make your donation now while you are here to 
see it work  

Å Multiple members donated $1000+ to the OE 21 
project.  Doing so gives the opportunity to enjoy 
seeing what their donation accomplished.  

3. Spread out a large donation over several years   

Å Many members wanted to make a significant 
donation but didnôt have the lump sum or the cash 
flow to do so.  Instead, they chose to spread their 
pledge over multiple years. 

Any and all of these greatly help the museum 
thrive.  Please take a look at the donation form 
included in this newsletter and consider making a 
donation to your favorite project today! 

 

 

 

WST news from the 

Supervisor  

Jan Zweerts 

 

Please welcome aboard our newest Class 2 
motorman Raymond Quinton.  We will start trolley 
training again in April with two more students once we 
have all the paperwork wound up. 

Several night operations classes were run after 
several people asked me to do so.  The last couple of 
weeks have been a push to get check rides out the way, it 
has been successful, and out of our 32 active motorman 
21 have taken check rides, only 11 left.  There are 5 
inactive motormen to contact and see if I can persuade 
them to return to duty for the 2017 season. Last season 
WST had 205 motorman shifts, 77 station agent shifts 
for a total of 282 shifts. The average number of shifts 
done by volunteers was 8.8 shifts. However, the spread 
was as high as 25 shifts for one volunteer to as low as 
zero in 2016.  

During the check rides, I have been stressing things 
like bell signals, use of sanders, track brake use and 
doing teamwork exercises. I believe a Motormen should 
know all the tools in their tool chest and how to use 
them. Bell signals add to the customersô experience plus 
give better communications between the motorman and 
conductor. 

During one of the check rides we stopped at the 
Riverwood steps and took some spring is here photos. 
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PCC¬s in Kenosha 

By Mark Kavanagh 

Kenosha is small city of just under 100,000 people in 
SE Wisconsin along Lake Michigan. It is located about 
mid-way between Chicago and Milwaukie. It once was a 
major automotive manufacturing center. There were plants 
for Nash, AMC and Chrysler, but the last auto plant, by 
AMC, closed in 1988 and was demolished.  But we arenôt 
focused on the industry of Kenosha, but of the electric 
railways of Kenosha. Weôll start with going back in time 
first to the beginning of railways in this town. 

The first railroad in Kenosha was the Chicago and 
Milwaukee, which eventually became the Chicago and 
Northwestern Railway. Chicago to Milwaukee passenger 
trains stopped in Kenosha, as well as freight service, which 
helped the early development of the city. Commuter service 
to Chicago developed from Kenosha, despite being over 40 
miles away from the Windy city. Today, for passengers, 
only the commuter service remains in form of METRA. It 
is the northern terminal for the UP-North line and is the 
only METRA service that runs outside of Illinois with 
Kenosha as its most northerly station.  

The Milwaukee, Racine & Kenosha Electric Railway 
was the first electric railway in town. It started interurban 
service to Kenosha in 1897. It was absorbed by the 
Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light company. It ran 
speedy interurbans from its Kenosha terminal north to 
Milwaukee. But as with many electric railways, it did not 
survive much past WWII, with abandonment in 1947. 

The Kenosha Electric Railway ran trolleys starting in 
1903. They ran predominately single-truck cars throughout 
its lifetime. At the end of service they were using Birney 
cars.  They ran on various routes throughout the city 
linking neighborhood to downtown, the train stations and 
jobs. However, all streetcar service came to an end in 1932.  

After streetcar service ended, trolley-buses took over 
the routes. And unique to Kenosha, the few motor bus lines 
that were operating were also switched to trolley-buses. 
Kenosha was the only city in the US that ran strictly trolley 
buses.  But they eventually succumbed to motor buses with 
the end of all electric operation in 1952.  

The Chicago North Shore and Milwaukee, or more 
commonly known as the North Shore, came to Kenosha in 
1916. The North Shore line ran frequent service between 
Milwaukee and Chicago. Kenosha was an important stop 
along the line, including the famous Electroliners. But it 
ended all service in 1963.  

#4615 in Johnstown Colors along 56th Street at 6th Ave. 

#4616 in Cincinnati colors at Fountain Plaza 

#4609 in Pittsburgh colors on the barn lead 

#4619 Toronto and #4609 Pittsburgh are represented on the 

barn lead 

All photos Mark Kavanagh 
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Now enter the 1990ôs. As stated previously, Kenosha 
went into a manufacturing decline. But with still the 
potential to be within commute distance of Chicago, there 
was a push for redevelopment, especially along its lake 
front. The old AMC plant along the water front was 
converted into a park. New housing was developed in that 
same area. The director of the Kenosha Transit system, 
Joseph McCarthy, had a vision to connect the developing 
lake front with the Kenosha train station via a streetcar. 
After a lot of pushing, the Kenosha Streetcar was born.  

Kenosha acquired five former Toronto PCCôs.  These 
five PCC were part of the last fifty  PCCôs ordered by 
Toronto. Kenosha had them painted in five different 
liveries of former streetcar cities around the US and 
Canada, similar to what San Francisco has done with the 
PCCôs on Market Street. The cities represented are: 
Toronto, Cincinnati, Chicago, Johnstown/Kenosha and 
Pittsburgh.   A 1.9 mile loop was built linking the 
developing HarborFront with the Kenosha Train Station. A 
carbarn was built at 54th St. and 8th Ave, along with a 
transit center for easy transfer between the bus routes and 
the streetcar. The line opened on June 17, 2000 with much 
fanfare.  Sadly the brain child of the project, Joseph 
McCarthy, died suddenly in August of 2000 at the young 
age of 48. In June of 2001 the city renamed its transit 
center and streetcar barn the Joseph McCarthy Transit 
Center. 

In 2011 the city received a gift of two more PCCs 
from John DeLamater. The cars were sitting at the East 
Troy Electric Railroad. One was another former Toronto 
car; the second was a former Philadelphia SEPTA car.  

There was a proposal to build a second line running 
north south to better connect Kenoshaôs downtown core.  It 
was approved in 2014, but in 2015 the plan was killed and 
money was diverted to road projects.  

I have been to Kenosha twice, once was by myself.  I 
drove up from Chicago while my wife attended an event in 
the Windy City. The second time was during an Electric 
Railroaders Convention in Chicago, with a trip up to 
Kenosha and East Troy. Both times I felt welcomed to ride 
and photograph the cars and both times I got to go into the 

carbarn. Most of the time one streetcar is operating, which 
is really all that is needed, unless a special event is going 
on.   

The right-of-way is either side of the street or center 
median running.  Normal operating schedule depends on 
the time of year. It does run every Saturday and Sunday 
from around 10:30am until around 6:00pm.  There is no 
weekday service in the winter, limited service in the spring, 
with summer and fall running from 11:00am until 6:30pm. 
A car runs around the loop every 15 minutes. If you are 
ever in the Chicago/Milwaukie area, do stop in Kenosha. 
Other must stops in the region are the East Troy Electric 
Railroad museum, Illinois Railway Museum and Fox River 
Trolley Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

#4616 along 56th Street in the grassy median at 8th Ave. 
#4606 

representing 

Chicago is inside 

the carbarn 

Inside the carbarn they have 

made a working display 

mock-up of PCC controls for 

training technicians 

Map of the Kenosha Transit Electric Streetcar System from the 

Route Map and Schedule flyer. 

#2185 is a SEPTA 

PCC soon after 

arrival in the 

carbarn 


