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Mission Statement
The mission of the Oregon Electric Railway
Historical Society, Inc. Is ppeserve the
regional heritage of electric railway
transportation as a living resource for the
benefit of the present and future
generations.

To fulfil this mission the Society will
promote:

1 The study of electric railways, their
physical equipmentproperties,and
operations, devoting special attention to
the electric railways of western Oregon.

9 The procurement and preservation of
historic electric railway equipment,
materials and property.

1 The display, interpretation and operation
of surviving historiequipment, materials

and properties.
By Laws, Article 11, 9/14/9%

Official Notice
The Transfer is published quarterly as the
official publication of the OERHS, a state al
federally recognized nefor-profit institution
and operator of the OregoBlectric Railway
Museum at Brooks, Oregon and the
Willamette Shore Trolley between Lake
Oswego and Portland.

clety

The views expressed herein are solely thc
of the individual writers identified and of
the editoronly andmay not represent the
views or policis of the Society, its Board o
Trustees, Officers or Members.

Articles,photos,and letters for publication
are always welcome. Please emaikither

transfer@oerhs.org or
trolley503@frontier.com

Sendpostal mail to

Richard Thompson, Editor
13311 NWKeeton Park Lane
Portland, OR 97229

Please send any change of address, your
dues,and donations to:

Oregon Electric Railway Historical Society
3995 Brooklake Rd. NE

Brooks, OR 97303

Phone:971-701-6327
www.oregontrolley.com

Do you want todrive a trolley?
You can b& Motorman Conductor,Tour Guide
helprestore trolleysor participate inmore great
activities Want to learn to operate 400-year
oldtrolley or an electridocomotive?If you are
interested intraining to beamotorman,
conductor,or station agent at thenuseum
contact Greg Bonn &971) 344-0755. If you wish
to volunteer for the Willamette Shore Trolley,
call David Harold or Jan Zweertq303) 697-
7436.No experiencas necessary just a passion
for trolleys! We can train you in any volunteer
position that meets yourinterest.

and The Monthly Pass

Our quarterly newslettéfhe Transfeis publishedelectronicallyin full high-resolution colorMemberscan view and
downloadcurrent and previous issues at the OERHS welsisgiontrolley.com/transfer. You will also find an archive here
of previous issues going back to the 1970s. éaisy to printopieson yourpersonalcolor or black & white printeBy
default, members receive email notification as soon as an issue is av&ilaldelieve you will appreciate the higher quality
pictures that this process will provide to all the interesting photos that accompaanyides.

For those who prefer a printed copyTdfe Transfea black and white version will be mailed to your home address by
request. Please send this preference to Secretary Mark Kavanagh, Oregon Electric Railway Historicas3&icigtgpklake
Rd. NE, Brooks, OR 97308r send him an email atark@oerhs.org

When neededhe OERHS alsopdates members on events at the Oregon Electric Museum and the Willamette Shor
Trolley in a short emaihewsletter calledheMonthly PassWe must have your correct email address for distribution of botk
newsletters. W respect your privacy and will only use your email address toassimgjle notification whethe latest issue of
The Transfers ready.We do notsend promotional material advertising.
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did not involve the city streetcar lines.

Five years later,othe night of
December 151906, violent protests
eruptedas union members and
sympathizers attempted to block
trolley operation through the
downtown section of Portland.
Streetcar®perated byoththe
Portland Railway Company and the
associated Oregon Water Power &
Railway CompanyOWP) came
under attack by nius.

Both companies were now part of
the Portland Railway, Light & Power
Company (PRL&P), which was
headed byPortland General Electric
CompanyPresidenHenry W. Goode.
Day to day operatiowas managed by
Portland Railway General Manager
Franklin I. Fulle and OWP
Superintendent George C. Fields.

The unrest that led the
Decembevwiolencewas the result of
simmeringdiscontent on the part of

for a wage increaday rail
construction workersvho
got the ball rollingon July
11, 1906 TheMorning
Oregonianr e p o rAboetd |,
200 workmen in the
construction of various les
now being built by the
Portland Railway Company
struck yesterday at noon for
an increase from $2 to $2.25
a day.¢ Many of the
construction crews at work
on the various new lines
quit.o

fiwhen noon came
yesterday the men sought
shady spots along tlstreet
where they are at work and
refused to resume unless
more pay was grantédo

Constructiorand
extensionsverehalted on all
railway lines including the
Jefferson Street, Irvington,
Portland Heights, and
Sellwood lines.

PRL&P originally

F. 1. FULLER,

President Portland Railway Company.

refused to bargain with the  This 1905 caricaturdepics Franklin Fuller astride a

strikers. However, in a Ge2NByG2¢ AaGNBSGEOF NI LNR)

sumprise move the next day from rival City & Suburban Railway, evuilt themto
Continued on page 4 compete withFuller Standardtreetcars

some employees followingfailed
strike attempfive months beforeThe
idea for that protest seems to have
been inspired by successfybetition

. e

‘+

The July 111906,strike by railway construction workers halted work on all PRL&P lines, including the Portland Heightsdrma new shuttle
service around the Council Crest Lo@gs wcheduled topen that September (Street Railway Journal)

oo
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1017 — MORRISON STREET, SHOWING POSTOFFICE, HOTEL PORTLAND AND MARQUAM GRAND THEATRE,
PORTLAND, OREGON.

TR ru Tl TR L
Morrison Street between Firand fifth streets, one of the busiest trolley thoroughfares in Portland, was a primary timgéve December 15, 191
strikers. In this postcard scene at Fifth and Morrison streets a 100 class Montgomery Street Lings tpaltesing the Post Offick the backgrounc
are the Hotel Portland and the Marquam Grand Theater

the company reversed its ﬂ )
position andagreed withthe \“i
laborer8 conthatnti o
higher wagesverebeing
paid for similar work by
otherrailway companiesA
higher wagescalewas
approved

Carmenwerealsoto
benefitfrom theincrease in
wages and rotices were
posted by the managemaeait
both the Portland Railway
Company and Oregon Water
Power & Railway Company
notifying motormen and
conductorghata newscale
of wageswould take effect
the next dayHowever, many
were unhappy to discover
thattheir paywould be
reduced at first. ! ;

fiThe new schedule of Between 1886 and 1929 most major U.S. cities experienced streetcar strikes. Many involved far mor:
wages reducesthepaynow @a2f Sy0S GKIy t2NIfFyRQaE mdpnc AGNAR|ISZ AyOf dzR)
given to car operatives on the policemen leading horsgrawn streetcars throgh a mob in New York City on March 4, 1886.
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W. G. Borion, Ianternatlonal Organ-
izer, Who Is Advising the Streot
Raillway Employes. E

as * *> >

W.G Burton, a former streetcar conductor
had been one of the organizers of the
successful 1902 San Francisco strike in w
3000 men leftheir cars.

O.W.P.for the first year and a half,
then increases it for the next six
months, when the two schedules
coincide. For the thirdnd fourth
years or service, operatives will get
more pay under the new schedale

In an attempt to calm things
Portland RailwayPresidentuller
reassure@xistingemployes that
preliminary reductionsvould only
applyto recenthiresandwould affect
araund 300 men.

In 20226s
interesting to see whaté new wage
scalewas:f21 cents an hour for the
first six months, 23 cents for the
second six months, 23 cents for the
third, 24 cents for the fourth, 25 cents
for the third year26 tothe tenth year,
and 27 cents thereaftér.

Three days latesin incident
occurred that roiled already troubled
waters.On July 14 PRL&P fired 28
yearold motorman E. J. McKeray,
who had moved to Portland from
Sacrament@ome three months
previously.It turned out that
McKenrey was a labor activist and

infl ati ocaskmgfgr t i m

served asecretaryfor local 181 of the
Amalgamated Association &treet
andElectric Railway Employees of
America. The unionwhich was
struggling to gain recognitigmaccused
PRL&P of discharging McKenny for
his union participatioand insisted
upon his reinstatement

When PRL&P refusedabor
organizers saw it as a direct blow to
their new union. fiey brought in an
organizerfrom San Franciscanda
strike seemed inevitable.

The Oregoniarexplained
filnternational Organizer W. G. Burton
of the Amalgamated Association of
Street Railway Empoyésic) of
America, who is in Portland, says that
the union will fight to thebitter end to
reinstate McKenny if necessary, as the
question involves the right of the men
to form a union.

The Oregoniaralso reported on
the steps being taken ByRL & P 6 s
affiliated railwaysto thwartany effort
by streetcar motormen and conductors
to organizefiThis action has met at all
times the strong opposition of the
company and evemrior effort has
been futile. About three years ago an
attempt was made but it ended in
disaster. Other agitation along the line
of unionism met the same fate.

Asthe press
r oy thdraiway
companygave

Ferrerr ey

fewer OWP carmehadjoinedthe
union than on th@ortland Railway
lines.

In July 1906 800menwere
engaged in the operation of
approximately300trolley carsonthe
203 miles of tracks in Portland and
vicinity. PRL&P said that mre than
50,000 faresvere collected each
day.

A tie-up of ths largestreetcar
systemmeantthattens of thousands of
Portlandresidents would need to walk
to work and shoppingn the event of
a strikehotelswould quickly fill up
andthose forced to wallwould face
long treks. Passengers would be the
real victims of a strike aEhe
Oregonianwarned, fiFrom Woodlawn
to the center of the city it is four miles,
from St. Johns nine, from Woodstock
five, from Mount Tabor four, from
Montavilla five and onénalf, from

t viR@hmond three and oftalf, from

Portland Heights two and onalf,
from Fulton four and onbalf, from
Vernon four and onbalf.0

Thestrike committegresented
their demanddo PRL&P Vice
President an@General Manager
Franklin Fulleron July 17

The agreementontained three
main request recognition ofLocal

pr edi ct BHanancréabeantwageand the

every indication
of afight to the
bitter end against
unionism They
considered the
union to have
entrenched
themselves by t

assistancérom

W. G. Burton. To
assess the
situationmeetings
were held in
Portlandto
determinehow
many employees
could be depended
upon to stand by
their cars ircase

—eas

THE REAL VICTIM

v aarbn e

of trouble It is i TR
interesting to note . ..
that they TheOregoniant S U

determinedhat aldzyia

FT2NJ Yl yase

GKFG | &aid N\ Sdistacez |

YFE1TAY3 LI aasé
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Prior to 1907 companghotographers
took official employee portraits that wer
stored in a cabinet at headquarters. Thi
thought to be motorman James E. Wils:
who worked out of the Washington Stre
Carbarn.

discontinuancef the photograph
sydem ofemployeddentification.

In presenting these demands
International Organizer Burton
insistedthe menwerenot looking for
a strike He claimed thaif therewas
one it would bea lastresortforced by
therailway company

The response dfranklin Fuller
was predictable. Like most corporate
executiveshe was a staunch opponent
of unionism, arguing that he would
gladly meet with employees desiring
to air grievances, but would not
recognize union committees.

Fuller was avell-respected figure
in the transit industry whose

achievements dated back to the 1890s.

As areceiver, he had guided the
Portland Cable Railway through the
Panic of 1893asManager for the first
Portland Traction Company in 1896
he converted the last cable lines to
electric oration and & President of
the first Portland Railway Company

On the eve of the projected July
strike union membership had grown to
about 600 men out of a total 800
carmen working for the Portland
Railway and OWPEven somanyof
the older employes refuse to
affiliate with the organizatioand
PRL&P claimed that there were some
200 applications on the waiting list for
jobs onPortland trolley carsMiost of
thoseapplicantscould be readyor
trainingat a moment &s

On the OWPL40carmen were
members of the uniobut General
Manage William H. Hurlburtdid not
anticipatea strike He said "We have
on this division a large number of
excellent menMany have been at
work for a long time and are drawing
good salaries. Some are paying for
theirhomes andould not well afford
to lose their positiong | do not
believe they
would go on a
strike. o

As it turned
out,the OWP
was key to
foiling a July
strike. The
shutdownwas
headed off at the
lastmoment
whenOWP
management
responded to an
employee
petition by
granting avage
increase

The defeat
was described in

intention of voting against a striked

Thiswasthe resul of behind the
scenesvork among theamen by
OWP officials who met with
employees at the Milwaukigaibarnin
aneffort to gain their support.

The next eveninghe men
presentedheir petitionfor a wage
increasé¢o OWP managemenflo
increase chances of its acceptance they
added astatemenassuring the

n o ¢compary that they would stand by

their carsf an increasevas granted
Therewere60 signaturesn the
petitionand OWP claimethat 40of
those signindhad withdrawm from
membership in the union.
By the time he petitionhad been
deliveredto General Manager
Hur |l burt of

The Oregonian
onJuly 2@, A i
serious loss to
the union
occurred
yesterday when
the Oregon
Water Power &
Railway

Companybs
signed up
wholesalefor

he was at the helwhenP o r t |

a n d 6 svithdrawals from

t h ¢he OWP
following morningthere wered3

railway companies consolidated. He is the union and
alsocreditedwith designingthe Fuller marched to the
Standard Streetcar. In other words, his meeting this
career wasynonymous with the morning with the
history of Portland street railways.

PRL&P stopped keeping photoginéc records of individual employee
1907 but carbarns soon created a new type of picture, which show
carmen posing next to their trolleys. Tthisee-ring binder came from
the Piedmont Carbarn in North Portland.
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signers anénothers6 of that number
announcedhey werewithdrawing
from the union.

OWP Superintendent €orge
Fields postedhe new wage increase
which ranged from 23 cents an hour
during the frst yearof employment to
27 cents after thfifth year.

When the July 1906 strike was
cancelled 20 canenimmediately
resignedrom theunion in disgust
Neverthelesd.ocal 181 members
voted to continue the organizationa
July 24" meeting

PresidentNels Sorensorwas not
discouraged. Hedd the union still
numbered100 members anithe
officers were committed tbuilding it
up andcontinuingtheir work togain
recognition.More radical efforts
would follow.

On December 14, 190®jvision
181repeated itfour-monthsold
demands t&seneralManager Fuller
who, once againiejected themin
responsgnotice of awork stoppage
for the next day appeared irath
e v e n iOregpl JurnalPRL&P
officials seem to have taken notice of
this, but, anazingly, city authorities
paid itlittle attention.

The plan was for union presiden
Nels Sorensarwho was anotorman
on the Willamette Heights line, to
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1906 strike incidentare overlaid a this Pittmon

map showing streetcar lines serving

downtown PortlandEvents ranged from greased rails df"inear Morrison, to mob attacks

and the seizure of cars along Morrison, Washi

walk off his car when it reached the
downtown business distrithat
Saturday eveningrhat would have
beenaround 5:40 p.mduring the
Christmas shopping season so it was
expected to cause a major disruption.
The scheme had to be modified
whenthe Portland Railway Company,
havinganticipatedhis action, laidbff
Sorensorat 5 d&oreché amwddk

——
S

No. 324became the first trolley to be involved in the 1906 strikee ar, one of thesecond

seriesof Fuller Standarsl designed biportland Railway President Franklin Fullsseen here

on Grand Avenue on the East Ankeny Line.

ngton, First, and Front streets.

leave the barrHowever,C. F.
Freemananother union man
volunteered to repladam.

The strike began whdfreeman
quit Willamette HeightsarNo. 324
asit arrivedat SW Second and

Washington streetse f or e 6 020
The unioncommitteeencouraged

its membergo gatherat Fifth and

Washington streete helpfit i e upo

streetcar linesAbandoningcars here
wascrucialbecause the PRL&P
system was radiaieaningmost lines
pasgdthrough the center of towithe
idea of blockindinesherewas
thought tobe more effedte than
picketing carbarnand would require
less manpower

Unfortunately, things got out of
control soon aftethe strike
commencedBy 5:45 p.m. the crowd
downtownincluded street toughs bent
on perpetratingriolence.

According to thedregonian
fiCarmen who persisted in remaining
on their cars were hooted, jeered,
cajoled, and pelted with rotten
tomatoes. In most cases persuasion
was not successful, and force was
resorted t@

Six motormenwere approached
by a group of ruffianand told that
unlessthey took their carbackto the
barn immediately they would be
killed! They wiselydecided to
comply.
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A mob stopped Mount Tabor Line
car 458 and Sunnyside Line car 465
theytravelledalong SW Washington
Streetbetween Fourth and Fifth
streetsSeverapeoplethrew rocks at
the cars breaking six windows tme
Sunnyside calOt h e r
leaned their backagainst the sides of
thecars and pushed, causing them to
sway like shigat seaThe cars did not
derail,and little damage wadone
beyond be&ing glass, bupassengers
still aboard, including women and
children, were badl§rightened

Outnumberegbolicemenlooked
on helplessly as things escalated. They
were not reinforced until much later
As the c¢crowd
b r e a kesvcasminarrived got on
the cas, and movedhemup Morrison
Street.

The Oregon Journalwhich
tenced to sensationalize stories more

fifihoodl u

jeered]

Strike veterarNo. 465 is sandwiched between cars 527 and 464 in the Savier Street cark
few years after the strike. Most cars were taken back to their barns during the violent prc
on the night of December 14906,and night service was suspended

than the conservativ@regonian
described another attack,

fiCrews were also attacked on a
Mount Tabor Reservoir car. Rocks
were thrown at the motorman through
the front window accompanied by Heights run seem to have come in for
shouts of fs coabtd. 0a n dnoré than théir fair shame of violence
The trolley rope was cut at the rear of as thenightwore on as told in this
the car causing the pole to swing Journalaccount,
wildly. The crowd backed away as At 11
sparks and flame flew from the 600
volt overhead line. Finally, a carman

climbed onto the roof, pulled the pole
down, and secured it to thefit of the
card

Streetcars on the Willamette

oafeosé ook a

attacked a Willamette Heights car that
had made it down to First Street.

Another car stormed by the mob on Decembef &4 & & ¢ 2 N&5§ seenéherdood the E
Ankeny lineat NESandy and 69 Streetin 1907, when the strike still had not been settled. Ce
458 was a 1902 product of the City & Suburban Railway Company and lasted until 1936.

Rocks were thrown breaking several
windows and the trolley pole was
pulled off the wiredHundred$ of
people yelled at motorman J. J. Ceffe
and conductor Frank L. Thornton to
&ome ofbtheir car. But they refused.
Thornton calmly announced 61 I no
come of f. | m going
back to the barn. Those are my orders
and |1 6m goingbto st

Amid all the noise and threats
Thornton pulled open the window of
thefront vestibule and climbed to the
top of the car to right the trolley
(pole). He had the pole pulled half
around when it struck a cross wire.
d_et it gadsaid a voice from the
crowd.ofrher ed6re 5, 000 v
wire.6Hope it throws him offysaid
anoter.

Thornton looked around and
seeing that no missiles were aimed at
him pulled the pole under the wire and
set the trolley right. Upon the usual
bell signal Coffg started the car
ahead. The minute he did so a missile
flew by his head and then another
smashed a pane of glass right by
Thorntonds ear. A t|
in frontof Coffye6 s eyes but |
straight aheache applied full power
until he reached the switch at Second
Street. There he slowed up, but again
he sped the car only to run irda
open switch on the west side of
Second Street.
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No. 45, a standard gauge Mount Sébtt car, was
battles of the 1906 strike. Pictured hexeLents Junctiois sister car 55built by the J. G. Brill
Company in 1894.

the outbound cawvas surrounded as it
approachedvorrison Street.

Thecar was surroundemhdboth
trolley ropes quickly cuimmobilizing
it. Although a dozen women were still
insideamob rockedNo. 45 whilethe
passengers screamed in terror.

It would seem thatdith carmen
found resistance useldsscausasthe
passengers departed they tbf car to

The car was derailed, but both
Thornton and Coffey stood by it until
the arrival of Captain Bailey with a
wagonload of police. The officers,
remembering their experience earlier
in the evening, formed arcie and
forced the crowd away. Thornton and
Coffey were told to leave the car, but
they repeated their former statement
that they had orders to take it to the

barn and they wer e gdgofatenQpcelloo45wasabandoned
A few arrests were made later that Afhoodl|l ums o sinsidethe e d
night, including riotingteenagers car.

Lawrence Hyland and Lawrence The fighting spreadutside and

Duber . Ri chard Cost dor10minues ayeldng mab sungad

Doed were jailed f orlongEirsts&tekithey &iadth beata

battery. young man who was supposed to be a
I'n the unionds de fiilesrcsdebit happensedio wiags nkHd

mentioned that they declared that the
rocks had been thrown by a group of
boys and not union membeEarly on
in the proteststrike committee
memberP. A. McPhersomad
attempted t@almthe crowd from the
steps ofone ofthe cars, but his voice
was drownedut by jeers. Those who
heardhim said he told thenobthat
violence would only hurtthe cause of
the striking employees.

One of the severest battles that
night took placearound arOWP car at
SW First and Morrisorstreetsa few
minutes bef Mouet 11
Scott line No. 45 was the second car to
manage to get away from tterminal
at First and Alder. Butie mobcaught

strike breakerbut he was willing to

e

o (Fi ;(7:

As can be seen in this pictwEThird and Alder streets on the day after the strike, large
numbers ofolicenen were stationed at intersections throughout downtown Portland to ¢
any further disruption.Nlorning Oregoniarphotograph Dec. 17, 1906)

fight any and all comers anyway.
Police, with the exceptionf one or
two officers, were far away

I't was after
trolley ropeswererepairedon Mt.
Scott car 45. Superintende@t C.
Fields who had been forcibly
removed from a car earlienas at the
controls when the car finally lefihe
staton. By this time a score of
policemen had arrived and the mob
quietly watched the car go.

Sincel 0 o 6Portlanct k
Railway General Managé&iranklin
Fullerand OWP Superintendent
GeorgeFieldshadled a determined
effort to breakthe blockadeof OWP
trolleysalongFront Street.

Sellwood, Moun Tabor and
Mount Scott linecarsnearly
succeeded in gettirtroughthe
blockade untia mob of strike
sympathizers pushexh abandoned
Sunnyside car do the crossing at
Morrison and Firsstreetsagain
blocking the standard gaugines.An
effort wasmade to derail the car by
rocking it sideway$ut thatfailed,and
it was eventuallyeturnedo the barn.

On December 16, the day after the
strike, streetars returned tdmited
operationalthough &ening service
was droppedo avoid any reoccuirng
violence TheOregonianexplained,
fiPortland Railway Company streetcars
fst@mtiemddgr unni ng at
morning from all the city carbarns,
and about half a service was
maintained on all lines during the day.
The Piedmont barn sent out 23 cars,
most of which were manned by double
crews. These operated on the usual
runs during the day but the best

11
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FREEDOM THROUGH
ORGANIZATION

Sirect molectric Railiwa
Employes of Amwﬁca%

Qe (500 —=—u P
CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP
g

i is to Qertify w0 (L7012 72

% was duly admitted as a member of the Amalgamated Agsoriation of

| Street amd i’::l}yrit Raihway Employes of America, by Division
7 — / oy
\ / ; of: WJ //- ;/'///”(// X C /

In Witnesg Wherent, [ rave signed my name
and affixed the seal of the AA . of S.&ER.IE.
of A.this— 4 4:'”/ / 4 day of

HLAY A. D. Nineteen
Hundred JHUCH /i Ot

{
—_ ;_%MJLM e (%
International President
I

Gus Anderson was one of the charter members of new local 757 of the AA. of S. & E. R. E. as can b
his membership certificate dated July 7, 1917. Note that membership in the union extended to Canad

service seemed to be given on the St. In spite of the partially restored
Johns line, over which cars operated at service strike committee Chairman
intervals of about 20 minutes all day. Thomas M. Leabo declared victory
The East Ankeny barn sent out 18 fiThe streetcar company pulled its
cars, carring extra men to serve in cars off the lines because they did not
case of violence. dare to operate them. The company is

def eat ed. 0 clidathatve nt
General Manager Fuller kw he hal

lostbecause he fdwen

a i bezamg verangry) when
committee membevisited
him on the day of the strike.

In an official statement
Leabo said #dl
understood that the labor
unions are opposed to violence
of any kind and counsel order
and decorum. All we seek is
the wholesome support of a fair
and impartial publiand we
believe we have it. The union
men have not participated in
any of the disorders associated

Meanwhile, the railway
companyand city authorities
pointed fingers at each other:
PRL&P blamed the police for
inadequatereparation the day

is unwilling to subject either its
employees or its rolling stock
to the attacks of mobs. Many
carmen say they are willing to
operate cars under normal
conditions but are unwilling to
go out when personalatlence
is threatened.

Acting Chief ofPolice
CharlesGritzmacherdid not
accept responsibility, claiming
that railway officials were at
fault, A Al | of the
destruction of property tonight
is entirely the fault of the street
railway officials in not giving
me advance notice of therike.
| was not informed that a tiep
of the streetcar lines was
contemplated until this evening
at 5 o.0kel ock.
management of the car
company, | understand, knew
of the threatened strike during
the morning, but failed to
advise me of the matteg. It
was necessary to communicate
with patrolmen by telephone
and it took some time before

they could reach

In case the strike continued

Gritzmachewvowedfi The pol i ce

not take any sides in the controversy
between the carmen and tbteeet
railway company except to do police
duty and preserve order and prevent
tha destraction of property.

PagelO

with the strike.

before and said,



The Transfer

Volume Z ¢ Issue4 ¢ Fall2022

Mayor Harry Lane, who had
visitedthe strike scene with a group of
policemen to assess the situation,
released his own statement:

fil believe thathe police force
would have been sufficient to maintain
order last night had it received notice
of the of the strike on time. The
situation was not comprehended until
it was too late to retain all of the
necessary policemen on duty. So far as
| am aware thee has been no move to
swear in extra officers, and | have
neither heard of, nor recommend
calling out the National Guardd

On Christmas day, 190the
Oregonianpronounced the strike
dead,even though a fewnion
organizers would not let the matter go.
fiAlthough the streetcar strike has not
been officially called off, it has
apparently failed completely and is to
all intents and purposes a closed
incident. Leaders maintain they have
hopes of winning out even at this late
date, however, and declare theyl wi
continue the fight against the Portland
Railway Company and the Oregon
Water Power & Railway Company if
it takes the remainder of the Winter
and all next Summaes.

Normal scheduled service had not
been restored on city lines at this time.
Nighttime runshad not resumednd
headway®n some lins werelonger
than before the strik@®ut resumption
of usual schedules was predicted
within a short time.

New menwerebeing broken in to
fill the places of strikers. Wwas
reportedthat aound75 camenhad
either resigned or were discharged.
Three were discharged on tB&VP
system and 33 on the Portland
Railway Company lines.

The Oregoniarstatecthatformer
union secretarf. J. McKenney,
fiprime mover in the recent strike, has
left the city and this in itselkithought
to be acknowledgment of defeat. The
strikers are disorganized and have no
prospects of winning so far as can be
learnedd

In March 1907 ranklin Fuller
soughtto outmaneuver the union by
unilaterallygraning a number ofheir
demands. Amonthese were an
increase in wageghe second in 1907)
and discontinuance of the
photographic system of identification.

Fuller was quick to explain that these
were the result of employee petitions
and not the union.

The slidingwagescale was
amended so thafter the fifth-year
employeeswvould receive30 cents an
hour, which PRL&P claimed wathe
highest salary on the Pacific Coast
except forSan Francisco and Oakland
The former maximum wagead been
27 cents.

The I.D. system waguietly
dropped. This allged employee fears
that it was an invasion of privacyah
could easilyresult in blackballing if
shared with other railway companies.

In this way thestrikers had
achieved much of whaheydesired
even though PRL&P would ngive
them credit. Theschemeseems to
have taken the wind out of the sails of
theactivists, buunion leaders had one
last game to play, as explained in the
March 5, 190regonian

filn the public mind the increase
in wages will be associated with the
recent strike, when about 16ten
struck for an advance of 1 cent an
hour and some other concessions. The
granting of higher wages is an
increase of 2 cents an hour all along
the line and puts the strikers in a
peculiar position. They would be left
without a cause to strike for if iteve
not true that a few days ago, thinking
the increase might be granted, they
sought to present another and
amended demand for an increase of 5
cents an hour. Because the leaders had
the foresight to make this move the
men who walked out still have a
caue 0

The union presentedatfinal
ultimatum on March 2, 1906, saying,
fiTen weeks ago, when the strike was
first ordered, the dissatisfied men
would have returned to their places if
an advance of 1 cent per hour in
wages had been granted. The
agreement eecuted yesterday and
presented to the railway company
called for a raise of 5 cents an hour
and a 1ehour day for all motormen
and conductors on a schedule2of30
cents for the third year.

This last effort fell on deaf ears.
Manager Fullerefused to rgsond and
he continued to bargaiwith
employeeglirectly and not through
the unionFuller believed that the

carmen wereatisfied,andhe said
most madeano further complains.

Laborleaders woulaventually
disavowtheviolent Decemberl 906
strike. President Nels Sorenson wrote
aletter to the editoon April 7,1907,
suggesting the strikead not been
sanctioned antlad beerargely
promulgated by outsiderganizers

fil wish to put before the public
some facts concerning our late trouble
with the Prtland Railway, Light &
Power Company. | have been
severely, and, perhaps justly, criticized
for my action, or inaction, taken at the
outbreak of the strikeé the strike
was hatched, instigated, and called by
our secretary McKinney, and the self
styleddrainy elemen§Secretary
McDonald, Barber Leabo and one or
two others of the Trades Council.

I, being president of our union at
the time was not consulted but
notified by a handbill one hour before
the cars were stoppéd

No, | am not trying to exonerate
myself for what has been done. | had
one or two things to do; one would
have been to declare to the crowd at
Third and Washington that the strike
was illegal and tell the men to stay
with their cars. Had | been given time
enough to consider the serioushe$
the situation, that should properly
have been done. On the other hand, I,
being in hearty support of our union
principles, claiming the right to
organize, did the other things, and
asked the men to leave their cars, and
the subsequent result is welidavn 0

The transit uniorid not die as
some predictedAfter 1907 t
continued to grow and make gains for
its members. There were changes in
leadership and 1917reorganization
led to the formation of newocal 757,
which still representsransit operators
in Portlandtoday @&

Pagell
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Rain; southerly winds.
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CARS TIED UP BY

BUSINESS PART
OF CITY UNDER
CONTROL OF MOB

Down Town Section Scene of Turbulence
Such As Has Seldom Been Witnessed
In Western City-~Thousands of Peo-
ple Throng the Streets.
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STRIKE

Company Officials and Leaders
of Strikers Issue Statements
Concerning the Situation

“The strike is won. Not a car will leave the barns in the mornifig, for the day
men promised that if we pulled off the night men they themselves would not go to
work. To see that their promise is carried out we will picket every burn

It is now up to the
What violence there has been tonight was not sanctioned by the union as

e

an organization or by the street car men individually.
| ever, that the public is with us and helped us to stop the cars.”—Statement of T. M

tomorrow

to sign the

Leabo, chairman of the strike committee.

“We expect to run our cars tomorrow morning. Our men are not quitting.
They are prcvented from running their cars, but only a small number have gone on >..4 L
the strike."—Statement by General Manager Fuller of the street car company | ,,... ...,.,...,,.”’..,

g

shortly before midnight.

At midnight the crowds had nearly all dispersed, and the streets were quict. | pro
removed to the barn by officials or employes of the com-
pnny. very little opposition being offered after 10 o'tlock to their removal.
After being assured that no more attempts would be made to carry
tonight, the crowds in nearly every case freely consented to the runmng of the
The strikers are holding an all-night theis
assigned to all the car
The uni

Most of the cars had

inta the barns.
in Drew hall.

to run cars out in the morning will be opposed. the
belxef is freely expressed by the men that no cars can be moved until the company
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BYSTANDER WOUNDED IN LEG

C. T. Lenahan Shot While Watching Progress
of Strike—Superintendent Fields Rough-
ly Handled by the Strikers
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Museum Gets
Rail Donation

John Nagy

hough members Eric Sitiko

and Julie Burkhart live

many states away, they
continually look for opportunities to
help the museum. So when Eric heard
that the City of Seattle needed to
dispose of a stack of surplus, never
used street rail, he immediately
contcted us to see if we were
interested.

The museum has long desired to
acquire rail of this type to use for
either the completion of the loop or a
possible future dual
track up the main thoroughfare at

Powerland. Unlike the normal rail The City ofSeattle confirmed it Eric found a trucking company
usel for railroads, street rail has a was available for free if we would thatcould handle it in two loads and
groovedflange way cast into it haul it away. However, there was only arranged for the rental of a heavy duty
making it easy to install concrete or about a week and a half to come get it forklift at the Seattle end to load the
pavement up to the railhead for a level or it would be scrapped. In addition, rail onto the trailers. At the museum,
road surface. Though widely used for this particular batch of rail was in 50 members John Nagy, Greg Bonn and
streetcar systems, it is nowhere near as  foot lengths so the weight of each Gene Fabryka prepared an area to
common as nor msois fir &tick limitedhow muchscpuld be put unload and stack the rail (which was
harder to acquire. For example, the on a semtrailer without having to get great excuse to perform some overdue
company that made this particular rail costly and timeconsuming overweight clean up/organization of our storage

is in Germany and produces it in a hauling permits. yard).

minimum run of 2 miles. Members Vince and Tom

Mendenhall volunteered to take point
at the Seattle end. On Wednesday,
June 22nd they met at the yard with
Curtis Ailes (City of Seattle) and
Andy Auxier (StacyWitbeck) to

begin the loading.

We had originally been told that
each stick of rail
upon arrival found them to be just
under 606 an<il strap,]
bundles. Even with a big forklift, 60
feet of rail wants to droop a lot on
either endvhich makes moving it
around a challenge.

Luckily, thevolunteerswvere able
to tweak the arrangements, and though
it took few extra hours, they
successfully got both trailers loaded
and headed for Oregon with a total of
2,950 feet of street ila

The trucks spent the night in the
company yard and arrived at the
Museum at &am. the next morning.

; : Members Al Fisher and John Nagy
- : . : took vacation days from their work
Greg Bonn unloading street rail at the museum. (Gene Fabryka photdgraph and met up with members Greg Bonn
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and John Ballentine to get the ralil
unloaded and stacked.

The smaller forklift at Powerland
was only able to handle2sticks at a
time so the bundles had to be split
which made the unloading and
restacking take longer but it was
accomplished on time and safely.

The crew from Redmond Heavy
Haul were experienced and great to
work with. Project cost was $50 for
the forklift rental gvhich was fully
covered by a donation from Eric and
Julie) and $®80 for the trucking
($1,000 of which was covered by
donations made by John & Joyce
Nagy).

Installing the track is probably
still years in the future but with this
acquisition we are muatioser to our

goal and have greatly reduced the cost

of the project.

While this opportunity allowed
the Museum to acquire the rail at a
fraction of the normal price, being
able torespond to unforeseen
opportunities
happen without the dedication of our

volunteers and partners. Our thanks go

out to the following: Members: Eric
Sitiko, Julie Burkhart, Vince and Tom
Mendenhall, Greg Bonn, Al Fisher,
John Ballentie and John & Joyce
Nagy.Our Project Partners: City of
Seattle (Curtis Ailes), Staewitbeck
(Andy Auxier) and Redmond Heavy

C NI Yebpladangyigs atPovdiBnd (Gene Fabryka photograph)

Haul (Rob Elam and the two great
truck drivers) &

such

Museum Track
Improvements

John Nagy
ajorimprovementave

been ompleted tahe
mainline andstorage

Y i

tracks at thenuseum Our mainline
track, originally installed by
volunteers, has served us well for over
25 yearsBuilt mostly with salvaged
railroad ties and hanégmped by using
rock bars or air powered
jackhammers, it now has many ties
that need replacing and the entire line
needs to béallasted and tamped to
level the settling of the track.

While volunteers hae done tie
replacements tloughthe years, the
workload has reached the point of
being more than we can handle
Nowdays, there arewer volunteers
and the ones we haaeenot quite as
physically able atheyused to be!

We reached out to Rick Franklin,
owner of Rick Franklin Corporation
and the Albany and Eastern Railrpad
for assistancewhohas been a
benefactor to many groups at
Powerland

Aboutfive years agdrick
approached us with an offer to send a
crew, equipmentand materials to the
museum to help improve the track at
no cost . 't wasnot
some quick refurbishing of the worst
sections.

Those previougnprovements
only took them a few day# (vould
have taken ua month of Saturdays
and it ballasted and leveled out the
track from side to side to eliminatige
twisting of Sydney car 1187 and

New switch for the storage track. (Gene Fabryka photograph)
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facilitate the use dBlackpooldouble
decker48.

When we contacted him this
time Rick met with Greg and | to look
at the track and discuss what we were
looking for. Over the course of that
meeting we said were hoping to:

MReplace darge numbenf ties
Aramp ballast to level the track to
reducedroller coasted effect
ARealign yard lad and curve to
improve the approach to the yard
Anstall aswitch in the yard lead
to allow construction of storage
track © serve future restoration shops.

Rick expressed his willingness to
help and directed his staff to make an
assessment of the state of the track.
This was then compiled into a bid for
the work. Rick met with us to go over
it and said that overall the mainline
was in pretty good condition
(especially for the light loads we were
putting on it), that the majority of the
tie replacement was on the east side
and that it would not take much to
bring it to a Class | mainline rating.
This level of rating is not that every tie
is a good one, but rather that a
minimum number of ties in a given
stretch are of a quality to safely carry
the load.

Ri c Bidfa the mainline and
for the yard lead alignmemindswitch
was a great price biitstill was a bit
of a sticker

At

Kevin Reilly wringing out the CAM bus
wires using a magnifying glass and nee
probe These tiny wires send signals froi
the AC motors to the vehicle control uni
(VCU. (Davd Rowephotograph

shock.

smiled and
said if we
would just
cover the
cost of the
materials, he
would
donate the
major
portion that
was labor,
equipment,
fuel and the
disposal of
the old ties.
He then said
if we were
agreeable he : T

o SO

wanted to get Bob Simpson completing final assembly of the 80 KWH batteing

his crew in
soon so that
the mainline
could be completed in time for Steam
Up.

| presented the information to the
Board who quickly realized that we
would not have hathe capacity (time
and volunteers) to do this project on
ourownandtha we
find a deal this generous agairhe
Board green lighted the project

On Monday July 18th crews
arrived onsite to refurbish our track.
Their experienced staff and automated
equipment made quick work of the
maimliret 6 s when he

Surprisingly enagh, the new ties
are mostly oak since they were
currently less expensive than fithe
complete opposite of normal
conditions, but it just shows how
valuable fir is currently to the
construction community.

Construction was also started on
the new switch. They had it mostly
done within a few days but as part of
this had to be done by hand, the
excessive heat slowed them down. We
let them know that portion of the
project didnot
before Steam Up so they made a few
temporary connections and will come
back later to firsh it and the track
realignment. During Steam Up, the
motorman and conductors noticed the
improvements and the passengers had
great rides.

The mainline should now ki
great shape for many years to come,
the yard lead realignment will

Willamette Shore Trolley bar(Davd Rowephotograph

complement the iprovements
volunteers are dointp make the yard
track andswitches more reliable The
new switch off of the yard lead will let
us move the locomotives onto a
storage track where they can be seen

coul dn ét butae pelongenin the way of

operationsWe extend ar sincerest
thanks to Rick Franklin and his team
for such a generous donation that we
and the public will enjoy for many
years to comeg

need

Vintage Trolley &
Battery Project

Progress
the finish line for the

E Vintage Trolley 514 battery

project. It is hoped that the it will be

caompleted by Memorial Day 2023.
t Blea ile, %8 &aR Ili()%p%ll[ & d

successful summer season with sister
car No. 513 even though the runs were
only four miles round trip. The shorter
runs weremack necessary by the
trestles needing repairs. As with the
battery project, those repairs are also
projected for completion by Memorial
Day 2023.8@

David Rowe

ach week we get closer to
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as are all the technical specifications systemsuch asSacramento, San
and liveries of the cars themselves. Diego, San Jose, and Los Angeles
Readers are given an insight into how heritageoperationsincluding Dallas,
s the famous PCC (Presidents Memphis,andSeatte, androlley
f Conference Committee) streetcars that museuns like Seashorgthe Western
~ make up the bulk of the-Eine fleet Railway Museumandthe OERHS
g were developed and why they became A nod is given to Portland for the
“ an Anerican success story that saved role it played in building the first new
' many transit systems from early streetcar system in a generatidie
; retirementEqual time is also paid the late beloved Vintage Trolley line is
N iconic Italian fMil aredielidadelightul sediian ergitled
* joined the PCCs and gained fame in iNew Orl eangTwond Pol
A their own right. Cities Where Street
; The famous personalities and Yes, there are pictures of trolleys
unsung heroes behind the scenes that that will be of special interest to
t made the Hine possible are given OERHS members. In addition to
¥ their due in the book, including Vintage Trolley car 514, there are
N - 1 Maurice Klebolt, Cameron Beach, scenes along the Portland Streetcar
putlein 18007 e CP Diane FeinsteinRick Laubscherand lines. Perhaps best of all are views of
a score of welloved operators. our old friends Council Crest car 503
In addition to the history, the in two Trolley Festivals (1983 and
author has provided an imaginary 1985) as well as Porto No. 122, which
roundtrip over the tie, complete with wasat the Trolley Park for a time.
points of interestThesgourneys About the only quibble | have
. include trips on other.5. lines. with this book is its lack of individual
Book Review: Most of the work is devoted to the photograph captions. | found it
. storied line of its title, but not all. difficult to associate pictures with
S an F rFrancil S¢ Ie@rs‘,ER&, trolley buses, and details in the densely packed layout of
F_ |_| ne BART are not Ieft out Before _ most pages. In spite of that, I_ would
concluding, Ehrlichalsoexpands his not hesitate to recommend this book
Richard Thompson coverage to includmoderntraction highly.@

Peter Ehrlich Chicagq Central
ElectricRai | f an 89 Assoc.
edition 324pp. 772images$73.

Hardcover

his colorful book would make
an ideal holiday gift for a
streetcar enthusiast,
particularly those interested irest
coast tractionRetiredtransitoperator
writer and photographdreter Ehrlich
who was a participant in the
development of the-Eine, has put
together &omprehensive history of
Americadbs most successful heritage
trolley service
The bookds 13 chapters range
from an historical introductioto
prediction of things to come. Along
the way there is coverage of the
histoiic Trolley Festivals that began in
1983 and established the practicality
of operating vintage vehicles in
regular transit service. Details of the
track reconstruction and extensions Council Crest c&03is pulling away frothe stop at Powell &etduringthe first San
thatboth precededand followedthe Franciscdrolley Festivaluly 24 1983 (Jeffrey Morephotograph
opening of the f.ine are explained
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